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Had not the season been long waning, this change in the
life of Lothair mast have been noticed, arid its cause ulti-
mately discovered. But the social critics cease to be ob-
servant towards the end of July. All the world then are
thinking of themselves, and have no time to speculate or.
the fate and fortunes of their neighbours. The campaign is
too near its close; the balance of the season must soon be
struck, the great book of society made. In a few weeks,
even in a few days, what long and subtle plans shattered
or triumphant! what prizes gained or missed I what baffled
hopes, and what broken hearts! The baffled hopes must
go to Cowes, and the broken hearts to Baden. There were
some great ladies who did remark that Lothair was seldom
seen at balls; and Hugo Bohun, who had been staying at
his aunt Lady Gertrude's villa for change of air, did say to
Bertram that he had met Lothair twice ou Barnes Common,
and asked Bertram if he knew the reason why. But the
fact that Lothair was cruising in waters which their craft
never entered combined with the lateness of the season to
baffle all the ingenuity of Hugo Bohun, though he generally
found out everything.

The great difficulty which Lothair had to apprehend was
with his Roman Catholic friends. The system of the
Monsignori was never to let him be out of sight, and his
absence from the critical function had not only disappointed
but alarmed them. But the Jesuits are wise men; they
never lose their temper. They know when to avoid scenes
as well as when to make them. Monsignore Catesby called
on Lothair as frequently as before, and never made the
slightest allusion to the miscarriage of their expectations.
Strange to say, the innocent Lothair, naturally so straight-
forward and BO honourable, found himself instinctively,
almost it might be said unconsciously, defending himself
against his invaders with some of their own weapons. He
still talked about building his cathedral, of which, not